
Wesley Alan Wright 
In-State Candidate 

 

MRG 2019 Candidate Statement, Bio & Photo  

Name: Wesley Alan Wright 
Residence: Starksboro, VT 

Bio: 

1986 - 2017 Information Technology Specialist, Academic Computing Services 
University of Vermont, Burlington, Vermont.  All-purpose computer guru, with 
specialization in computational methods, database design, computer graphics and 
multimedia. Former UVM co-webmaster.  

1983-1986  Scientific Programmer, Structures and Dynamics, Pratt & Whitney 
Aircraft Commercial Products Division, East Hartford, Connecticut. 

1981-1983 Research Engineer, Research and Development The Gleason Works, 
Rochester, New York. 

Education 

•  State University of New York at Albany, Albany, New York M.S. 1981 Mathematics 

•  State University of New York at Albany Albany, New York B.S. 1979 Physics, 
Mathematics 

•  Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology 1976-1978 

 



Candidate Questions  

1. What motivated you to run for the board? 
After 31 years of service I retired from the University of Vermont in October  2017. I now 
have time to seek other pursuits, to take on something more responsible than watching 
NetFlix all day. Moreover, I see board membership as a civic duty akin to jury duty. 
Every Co-Op shareholder ought to take their turn at the helm. 

2 What brought you to Mad River Glen initially and what keeps you coming back today?   
I was living unhappily in Connecticut in the mid eighties, working a Dilbert job and 
pursuing a much needed divorce. I went to visit a friend in Burlington for some weekend 
skiing. Friend bailed on me Sunday, so I decided to drive sullenly  home alone by way 
of Rt. 17 East , a narrow wiggly black line on my AAA VT/NH map, past a little ski area 
icon marked as Mad River. Never been there before. 

Descending from the Gap, it was around the last corner before the parking lot, the last 
corner before the Big Reveal, where I  beheld General Stark’s Mountain full height, 
rising steeply almost vertically from the lot to the clouds. Almost simultaneously, my 
down in the dumps depression rose to the sky. I approached the base area. What magic 
was this, I wondered?  Had I been transported in time as well as in space? I grew up 
skiing Mount Mansfield, always favoring its long gone single chair over the adjacent 
double. I now found myself in the Stowe of my memories, replete with single chair and 
wool blankets. And the terrain: steep, narrow, twisty. I was bewitched. Two years later, I 
moved to Vermont, and I’ve been skiing at MRG ever since. 
 
When Betsy first tried to sell her mountain to its skiers, I was one of the first to send in a 
deposit check. After that fell through, I was equally quick to buy a share when the 
current Co-Op was formed. Owning a piece of the pie does a lot to foster allegiance. 
And inspire community. 
 
My son learned to ski here and can always find a community of Mt Abraham high school 
buddies to shred with. As I have grown older, medical issues have kept me away from 
the black diamonds that initially brought me here. So In the end, it is not the bewitching 
terrain and magical single chair, but rather it is this community that keeps us – my wife 
and child included -- coming back . 

3. What is your opinion of the Preserve our Paradise Campaign and its goals?    
Free money for capital improvements? I’m all for it. 

 



4. If you had one agenda item you’d like to accomplish during your term what would it 
be?   
We will build a wall along our southern border and make Sugar… 
 
No, wait. I love Sugarbush. They are a good neighbor. I’d like to see a bigger better 
Basebox, with modern bathrooms and kitchens. Energy efficient and ADA compliant, so 
I don’t have to tromp up and down stairs in my ski boots to use the loo.  
 

5.  Over the history of the Co-op what are the things that stand out to you that have 
worked well and where do you think there is room for improvement?   
Worked well: raising money 
Use improvement: tolerance for change  
 

6.  What ideas or experience can you contribute to the ongoing efforts of Mad River to 
improve its environmental sustainability 
An early mentor once told me, “If you can count it, you can deal with it.” I have some 
small experience with environmental monitoring – collecting and aggregating remotely 
sensed data. Identifying relevant data is another story.  
 

7.  With the inconsistent snowfall that we have been experiencing what ideas do you 
have on how to drive additional revenue to the Co-op?.   
Have you visited Stowe, Sugarbush, or Killington? And purchased food? Ridiculous. I 
can  get a whole pizza at Cubbers in Bristol for less than the price of a couple of slices 
at our neighboring resorts. Keep day tickets and passes priced low, and modestly bump 
up food and alcohol prices. Maybe bump up shop, rentals, and ski school fees, too. 
 


